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Israel Among the Nations. A Study of the Jews and of 
Antisemitism. By Anatole Leroy-Beaulieu. Translated by 
Frances Hellman. Authorized edition for the United States and 
Europe. New York : G. P. Putnam's Sons. London : William 
Heinemann, 1895. Large a i6mo, pp. xxiii., 385. 

M. Leroy-Beaulieu' s volume ought to set the "Jewish Question" 
at rest. All the reasons, religious, national, and economic or 
social, alleged in our times for distrust of the Jews are examined 
by him with equal learning and fairness, and shown to be based on 
no valid ground. The studies of his life have fitted him to make 
such an investigation as this, and he has specially prepared himself 
for the work not only by consulting statistics but by personal inter- 
course with Jewish communities of different classes in various parts 
of Europe. His book has gone through nearly a dozen editions in 
France, and it is so attractive in form and in spirit that one may 
hope for it a similar success in this country and England. Will it 
change the popular estimate of Jews? This would no doubt be the 
case if men were governed by wide knowledge and careful judg- 
ment ; but most men will probably continue to base their opinions 
on their own limited observation. 

M. Leroy-Beaulieu says truly that religious differences are not 
now the cause of the hatred of the Jew, and he adds, with less 
probability, that perhaps they never were. In the old days there 
was genuine, hearty hatred in every positive religious circle towards 
all others ; Christians regarded Jews and Moslems alike as enemies 
of the only true and saving religion. The general change in modern 
feeling is due to the spread of intelligence and the softening of 
manners ; the religious dislike of Jews is further diminished by the 
fact that they are not regarded as rivals. On our author's excellent 
treatment of the supposed anti-foreign spirit of the Talmud I have 
only one dissenting remark to make : he does not seem to bring 
out clearly enough the fact that the national narrowness in both 
Old Testament and Talmud is an affair, not of race or religion, bu 
of the stadium of social training, and that it is a moral limitation 
from which modern society is far from having freed itself. 

The greater part of the volume is devoted to the discussion of the 
relation of the Jewish world to the national and social sides of 
modern life. Is the Jew likely to denationalize the Christian nations 
of to-day? There are many persons who appear to look on such a 
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result as not only possible but imminent. It is said that Jews are 
getting control of money, of the public press, and of the theatres — 
that they form a .closed community, and are indifferent to the 
interests of the peoples among whom they dwell — that, as Semites, 
they are divided from us Aryans by so wide a gulf that a real union 
between them and us is impossible. These points are examined in 
detail by M. Leroy-Beaulieu. He shows, by a large citation of 
facts, that the Jew is de-Judaizing himself at the same time that 
the Christian is de- Christianizing himself — that, in proportion as 
the man of Israel is admitted to the civil and social privileges of 
a Christian community, he identifies himself with his new home, 
and contributes all his capacities and resources to its advaticement. 
The Jews have been looked on as a separate people since the days 
of Juvenal and Tacitus. In antiquity (that is, after the year B.C. 
440) they were isolated by their monotheism which made it impos- 
sible for them to take part in the religious observances of other 
nations ; and since the establishment of Christianity they have been 
further isolated by their religious customs and by the fanatical spirit 
of the Christian peoples of Europe, who forced them to dwell apart, 
and, until a comparatively recent time, refused them the rights of 
citizenship. But, when this pressure is removed, they show them- 
selves good and faithful citizens of their countries of adoption. 
As to the supposed antagonism between the Aryan and Semitic 
races M. Leroy-Beaulieu holds that it here amounts to little. In 
the first place, the Jews of to-day cannot be regarded as a pure 
Semitic race. In the twenty-five centuries which have elapsed since 
they were dispersed among the nations not only have intermarriages 
between them and non-Jews been numerous, but many outsiders 
have come into the Jewish communities as proselytes ; as in Chris- 
tian nations there is no little admixture of Jewish blood, so it is 
probable that among the Jews there is no little Christian blood. 
And granted (as we must grant) that the old Semitic peoples differed 
in genius from Greek, Latin, and Goth, it is improbable that such 
differences should be perpetuated down to these times when the 
intellectual environment of the Jews has completely changed, and 
when they are no longer a nation but only a body of communities 
living under the conditions of the communities in whose midst they 
dwell. It is, in fact, patent that the Jew has no difficulty in ac- 
cepting the ideas and modes of life of Aryan peoples. To say this 
is not to deny his individuality and power, but only to deny the 
impossibility of real social union between him and others. 
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The chapters on the modern Jewish psychology, genius, and 
spirit are full of suggestions. The author, while recognizing the 
very great ability of the Jews in certain directions, is not disposed 
to assign them a high inventive capacity or a peculiar genius. 
Their ruling faculty, he thinks, is the faculty of assimilation, their 
chief mental characteristics lucidity, precision, and pliancy, with 
them the mind is stronger than the body, but the character weaker 
than the intellect. All their qualities, physical, intellectual, and 
moral, he properly regards as largely the products of their social 
conditions during the last ten centuries. They have been traders 
and students, and they have been socially under the ban — therefore 
they have learned to be acute, and supple, and worldly-wise. The 
Jew of to-day is a modern man, the product of modern conditions, 
though with a certain flavor of antiquity — he has a great tradition 
of national life behind him. It may be doubted whether he is 
morally either better or worse than his Gentile fellow-citizens. It 
is too soon to judge of his special capacity in science and art, for 
he has not been long enough in the circle of modern culture. Nor 
is it easy to say whether our author's characterization of him is 
quite correct. I am disposed to think, however, that the best 
Jewish life of to-day exhibits one quality of which M. Leroy-Beau- 
lieu makes no mention — I mean the passion for social regeneration, 
a passion to be traced back, perhaps, to the old prophets. 

After giving some interesting statistics concerning the vitality of 
the Jews (their "expectation of life," as the American Census calls 
it), the author closes with an inquiry into the nature and causes of 
Jewish solidarity. He points out that, instead of massing them- 
selves, they are moving to all quarters of the globe, and that this 
fact is favorable to their incorporation into the various nationalities 
of the earth. It is impossible, he says, that they should try to 
separate the nations. The majority of them have no desire to 
found a separate Jewish nation in Palestine — their interest is with 
the nations in the midst of whom they live — their religion is identi- 
cal with Christianity in its moral and religious principles — they are 
not revolutionary (in the popular acceptation of that term), but con- 
servative even when progressive, 

The book is well fitted to be an antidote to such erratic produc- 
tions as Drumont's " La France Juive," which would have us believe 
that all the political and moral decadence in France is the work of 
the Jews. Leroy-Beaulieu looks at his Jewish fellow-man as a human 
being, with the weaknesses and possibilities of other men ; it might 



530 International Journal of Ethics. 

be added that, as he has been long oppressed, he deserves special 

sympathy. 

It is pleasant to be able to say (remembering what sad work was 

made of Renan's "Histoire du Peuple d'lsrael") that the English 

translation is very good — faithful and idiomatic. 

C. H. Toy. 
Harvard Divinity School. 

The Spirit of Judaism. By Josephine Lazarus. New York : 

Dodd, Meade & Co. 

This is a very striking and very pathetic book. If all Jews pos- 
sessed the spirit of Josephine Lazarus, Jew-baiting would quickly 
come to an end. But then it would also happen that Judaism itself 
would soon come to an end. This book is the unconscious expres- 
sion of the anguish of a soul which is bound in hereditary bonds 
from which its better sense desires freedom. She realizes in part 
the unfortunate position in which the better spirits of that strange, 
contradictory race find themselves. She struggles to get free, and 
she urges upon her people to free themselves from the bonds which 
they have forged for themselves and which they hug to their hearts. 

" We cannot expect to become citizens of the world while we remain citizens 
of Judaism, bound by local ties, local prejudices and interests, so long as we in- 
sist upon perpetuating a race that separates us from the people around us." 

This is the key to the whole situation. It seems strange that the 
people of this race, gifted as they are with such keenness of insight, 
should be so blind to the reason of the world's dislike, which they 
at the same time feel so keenly. The persecution of Jews has long 
ceased to be, if indeed it ever was, a religious matter. Whether 
they be knouted in Russia or robbed in Germany or avoided in 
the United States, the reason is always the same. It is not due to 
their religion. In point of fact, their religion is their redeeming 
quality. Christendom would certainly not soon forget what it 
owes to the Jews. It receives its religion of a righteous God cor- 
responding to righteousness in man from Moses and the prophets, 
and is deeply grateful. But it refuses to take along with it the spirit 
of caste and exclusiveness which has characterized the Jew. If any 
family or tribe within Christendom were to adopt to-day the prin- 
ciple of exclusiveness which marks this race and to carry the prin- 
ciple into practice, fifty years would be sufficient to make that family 
the laughing-stock of the world. Suppose the head of some bril- 
liant, wise, and rich family in New York were to gather his brothers 



